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This book offers a fresh look at the often-censured but imperfectly understood traditions of Utilitarianism
and political economy in their bearing for Victorian literature and culture. It treats writings by Jeremy
Bentham, Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, David Ricardo, James and John Stuart Mill, Charles Dickens,
Thomas Carlyle, Anthony Trollope, George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Rabindranath Tagore. It sets texts
in historical context, examines style as well as ideas, and aims to widen awareness of commonalities across
seemingly divided expressions of the age. A work of 'new economic criticism,' it also treats Utilitarianism,
close kin to political economy but even more poorly understood and poorly regarded. No other literary study
addresses Bentham so fully. The book further contributes to study of Victorian literature-and-liberalism and
Victorian liberalism-and-imperialism. It challenges a high-cultural perspective and a perspective of
ideology-critique that derives from F. R. Leavis and Michel Foucault and inform the prevailing idea of
Victorian literature: as contender against the repressive mentality of Mr. Gradgrind, Dickens's caricature of a
Smith-Benthamite; against the 'carceral' social discipline of Bentham's Panopticon; and against the 'dismal
science.' But 'utility' has the happier meaning of pleasure. This study presents a capitalist, liberal age
pursuing utility in commerce, industry, and socioeconomic/political reforms; favorable to freedom; and
'leveling' as regards gender and class. What about empire? A question not generally so squarely confronted
in works on Victorian literature-and-economics and Victorian literature-and-liberalism. Shown here is the
surprising extent to which liberalism develops as liberalism through 'liberal imperialism'.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bunnell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy.

Della Francis:

The publication with title The Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy has
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jason Braden:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility,
Political Economy why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Anthony Carter:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature,
Utility, Political Economy or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes The Pleasures of Benthamism: Victorian Literature, Utility, Political Economy to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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