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It’s no secret that humans and apes share a host of traits, from the tribal communities we form to our
irrepressible curiosity. We have a common ancestor, scientists tell us, so it’s natural that we act alike. But not
all of these parallels are so appealing: the chimpanzee, for example, can be as vicious and manipulative as
any human.

Yet there’s more to our shared primate heritage than just our violent streak. In Our Inner Ape, Frans de
Waal, one of the world’s great primatologists and a renowned expert on social behavior in apes, presents the
provocative idea that our noblest qualities—generosity, kindness, altruism—are as much a part of our nature
as are our baser instincts. After all, we share them with another primate: the lesser-known bonobo. As
genetically similar to man as the chimpanzee, the bonobo has a temperament and a lifestyle vastly different
from those of its genetic cousin. Where chimps are aggressive, territorial, and hierarchical, bonobos are
gentle, loving, and erotic (sex for bonobos is as much about pleasure and social bonding as it is about
reproduction).

While the parallels between chimp brutality and human brutality are easy to see, de Waal suggests that the
conciliatory bonobo is just as legitimate a model to study when we explore our primate heritage. He even
connects humanity’s desire for fairness and its morality with primate behavior, offering a view of society that
contrasts markedly with the caricature people have of Darwinian evolution. It’s plain that our finest qualities
run deeper in our DNA than experts have previously thought.

Frans de Waal has spent the last two decades studying our closest primate relations, and his observations of
each species in Our Inner Ape encompass the spectrum of human behavior. This is an audacious book, an
engrossing discourse that proposes thought-provoking and sometimes shocking connections among chimps,
bonobos, and those most paradoxical of apes, human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Welch:

The book Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains
Why We Are Who We Are. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Johnnie Lewis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Our Inner
Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist
Explains Why We Are Who We Areis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Philip Cooper:

The book untitled Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We Are contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Sherrie Beardsley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains Why We Are Who We



Are can make you really feel more interested to read.
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