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Some 250 million years ago, the earth suffered the greatest biological crisis in its history. Around 95 percent
of all living species died out—a global catastrophe far greater than the dinosaurs' demise 185 million years
later. How this happened remains a mystery. But there are many competing theories. Some blame huge
volcanic eruptions that covered an area as large as the continental United States; others argue for sudden
changes in ocean levels and chemistry, including burps of methane gas; and still others cite the impact of an
extraterrestrial object, similar to what caused the dinosaurs' extinction.

Extinction is a paleontological mystery story. Here, the world's foremost authority on the subject provides a
fascinating overview of the evidence for and against a whole host of hypotheses concerning this cataclysmic
event that unfolded at the end of the Permian.

After setting the scene, Erwin introduces the suite of possible perpetrators and the types of evidence
paleontologists seek. He then unveils the actual evidence--moving from China, where much of the best
evidence is found; to a look at extinction in the oceans; to the extraordinary fossil animals of the Karoo
Desert of South Africa. Erwin reviews the evidence for each of the hypotheses before presenting his own
view of what happened.

Although full recovery took tens of millions of years, this most massive of mass extinctions was a powerful
creative force, setting the stage for the development of the world as we know it today.

In a new preface, Douglas Erwin assesses developments in the field since the book's initial publication.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Gary:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Extinction: How Life on
Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton Science Library). All type of book can you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

David Eaton:

The experience that you get from Extinction: How Life on Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago
(Princeton Science Library) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Extinction: How
Life on Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton Science Library) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Extinction: How Life on
Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton Science Library) instantly.

Adam Sea:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Extinction: How Life on Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton Science Library) the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Extinction: How Life on
Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton Science Library) giving you another experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Richard Valadez:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is Extinction: How Life on Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago (Princeton
Science Library). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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