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Brotherhood of the light follows the lives of three men from one family who lived in different centuries but
were inexorably bound by the legacy of a cross that was brought from the Old World to the New. A relic that
had come to prominence at the battle for Granada, when Spain united to expel the Moors. Descendents of
Sephardic Jews who fled the Inquisition in Spain, the family joined Los Hermanos Penitentes. This secretive
society of lay Catholic men in Northern New Mexico, who believe in emulating Christ's Passion, his trial, his
walk, and his suffering on the cross at the end ofeach Lenten season, was used for a dozen generations as a
shield by the family to disguise their Crypto-Jewish identity while they struggled with the legacy bestowed
upon them. John Castillo lives in this century, and is in search of the cross which had become lost two-
hundred years before. Spiritually, he is devoid of a true set of beliefs, as he is one who knows of the family's
past through inherited oral history. He is conflicted with who he is. Is he Catholic, or is he Jewish? Is he
something because he was born into it, or is he something because he believes? The others in John's long
family history include Ramon Bemal de Castilla, a Sephardic Jew who leaves Spain in the 1590's as a
reluctant Conquistador, joins Juan de Onate's troops to settle Nuevo Mexico, and is the first keeper of the
cross that originated in the forges of Castile. And, Andres Castillo, a boy ofthirteen in the early 1800's taken
as a slave by Navajo raiders. Having hid the cross in a desperate attempt to save it, he returns decades later to
the hiding place with his son and grandsons as a tribute to the spiritual wealth it has brought to them all.
Moving seamlessly between the past and present, weaving together the intricacies of religious
fundamentalism, unwavering faith, and a true passion for knowing one's past, Ray Michael Baca takes us on
a journey into the stark, beautiful desert, and the romantic valley of the Rio Grande, where Spanish dreams
and Native souls have clashed and then lived as neighbors for 400 years. Ray Michael Baca was born in
Albuquerque, New Mexico in 1959, and he grew up in the small town of Bernalillo. He attended Navajo
Community College in Tsaile, Arizona, and earned both Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees
from Regis University; a Jesuit university in Denver, Colorado. On leaving New Mexico in 1988, he
contended,"I have been trying to make my way back home ever since."
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From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico, you are able to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Calvin Baker:

This Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and also knowledge.

Marlon Taylor:

You can obtain this Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of New
Mexico by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Lillian Kea:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to



around the world. By the book Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews
of New Mexico we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book Brotherhood of the Light: A novel about the Penitentes and the Crypto-Jews of
New Mexico. You can more desirable than now.
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