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Scholars and mainline pastors tell a familiar narrative about the roles of women in the early church-that
women held leadership roles and exercised some authority in the church, but, with the establishment of
formal institutional roles, they were excluded from active leadership. Evidence of women's leadership is
either described as "exceptional" or relegated to (so-called) heretical groups, who differed with proto-
orthodox groups precisely over the issue of women's participation. For example, scholars often contrast the
Acts of Paul and Thecla (ATh) with 1Timothy. They understand the two works to represent discrete
communities with opposite responses to the question of women's leadership.

In A Modest Apostle, Susan Hylen uses Thecla as a microcosm from which to challenge this larger narrative.
In contrast to previous interpreters, Hylen reads 1Timothy and the ATh as texts that emerge out of and share
a common cultural framework. In the Roman period, women were widely expected to exhibit gendered
virtues like modesty, industry, and loyalty to family. However, women pursued these virtues in remarkably
different ways, including active leadership in their communities. Reading against a cultural background in
which multiple and conflicting norms already existed for women's behavior, Hylen shows that texts like the
ATh and 1Timothy begin to look different. Like the culture, 1Timothy affirms women's leadership as
deacons and widows while upholding standards of modesty in dress and speech. In the ATh, Thecla's virtue
is first established by her modest behavior, which allows her to emerge as a virtuous leader. The text presents
Thecla as one who fulfills culturally established norms, even as she pursues a bold new way of life.

Hylen's approach points to a new way of understanding women in the early church, one that insists upon the
acknowledgment of women's leadership as a historical reality without neglecting the effects of the culture's
gender biases.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the A Modest
Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Joshua Bush:

The e-book with title A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Melinda Gregory:

The book A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this book.

Kristina Keene:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church we can have
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church. You can more attractive
than now.
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