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In 1949, a newly minted branch of the CIA (the precursor of today’s National Clandestine Service), flush
with money and burning with determination to roll back the Iron Curtain, embarked on the first paramilitary
operation in the history of the agency. They hatched an elaborate plan, coordinated with the British Secret
Intelligence Service, to foment popular rebellion and detach Albania, the weakest of the Soviet satellites in
Europe, from Moscow’s orbit. The operation resulted in dismal failure and was shut down by 1954.

In Operation Valuable Fiend, Albert Lulushi gives the first full accounting of this CIA action, based on
hundreds of declassified documents, memoirs, and recollections of key participants, including Albanian
exiles recruited for missions and their Communist opponents. Up till now, the story of the operation has been
obfuscated and even distorted. Some blamed the Soviet mole Kim Philby for sabotaging it; the communists
credited the prowess of their secret police; and CIA memoirs were heavily sanitized. Lulushi documents a
range of factors that led to the failure, from inexperienced CIA case officers outsmarted in spy-vs-spy games
by their ruthless Stalinist opponents; to rivalries between branches of the CIA and between the agency and
friendly intelligence services; and conflicts among anti-Communist factions that included Albania’s colorful
exiled leader, King Zog.

The book also shows how this operation served as the proving ground for techniques used in later CIA Cold
War paramilitary actions—involving some of the same agency operatives—including the coup d’états in Iran
and Guatemala and the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient
Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's
First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suited book with you?

Stan Smith:

Here thing why this particular Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike Against the
Iron Curtain are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Operation Valuable Fiend:
The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Operation Valuable Fiend:
The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's
First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain in e-book can be your option.

Richard Thompson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike
Against the Iron Curtain it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book possesses high quality.

Doug Martin:

This Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in



reading this Operation Valuable Fiend: The CIA's First Paramilitary Strike Against the Iron Curtain can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone.
These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.
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