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Examining the novels of Frank Norris, Theodore Dreiser, Jack London, and other writers, June Howard
presents a study of American literary naturalism as a genre. Naturalism, she states, is a way of imagining the
world and the relation of the self to the world, a way of making sense -- and making narrative -- out of the
comforts and discomforts of its historical moment.

Howard believes that naturalism accomodates the sense of perilousness, uncertainty, and disorder that many
Americans felt in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. She argues for a redefinition of the form
which allows it to be seen as an immanent ideology responding to a specific historical situation.

Working both from accepted definitions of naturalism and from close analysis of the literary texts
themselves, Howard consructs a new description of the genre in terms of its thematic antinomies, patterns of
characterization, and narrative strategies. She defines a range of historical and cultural reference for the ideas
and images of American naturalism and suggests that the form has affinities with such contemporary
ideologies as political progressivism and criminal anthropology. In the process, she demonstrates that genre
criticism and historical analysis can be combined to create a powerful method for writing literary history.

Throughout Howard's study, the concept of genre is used not as a prescriptive straitjacket but as a category
allowing the perception of significant similarities and differences among literary works and the coordination
of textual analysis with the history of literary and social forces. For Howard, naturalism is a dynamic
solution to the problem of generating narrative from the particular historical and cultural materials available
to the authors.

Originally published in 1985.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Form and History in American Literary Naturalism.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book Form and History in American Literary Naturalism. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Cheryl Taylor:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Form and History in American Literary Naturalism has been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Form and History in American Literary Naturalism is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Form and History in
American Literary Naturalism. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Brian Griffith:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Form and History in American Literary
Naturalism book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Perry:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Form and History in American Literary
Naturalism can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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