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At the heart of this volume are three trials held in Athens in the fourth century BCE. The defendants were all
women and in each case the charges involved a combination of ritual activities. Two were condemned to
death. Because of the brevity of the ancient sources, and their lack of agreement, the precise charges are
unclear, and the reasons for these women's trials remain mysterious.

Envy, Poison, and Death takes the complexity and confusion of the evidence not as a riddle to be solved, but
as a revelation of social dynamics. It explores the changing factors--material, ideological, and psychological-
-that may have provoked these events. It focuses, in particular, on the dual role of envy (phthonos) and
gossip as processes by which communities identified people and activities that were dangerous, and
examines how and why those local, even individual, dynamics may have come to shape official civic
decisions during a time of perceived hardship.

At first sight so puzzling, these trials reveal a vivid picture of the socio-political environment of Athens
during the early-mid fourth century BCE, including responses to changes in women's status and behavior,
and attitudes toward ritual activities within the city. The volume reveals some of the characters, events, and
even emotions that would help to shape an emergent concept of magic: it suggests that the boundary of
acceptable behavior was shifting, not only within the legal arena but also through the active involvement of
society beyond the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient
Athens was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The guide Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Envy, Poison, and Death:
Women on Trial in Ancient Athens. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

James Sanchez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Johnny Harper:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
has high quality.

Marylou Arroyo:

The book untitled Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Ancient Athens contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book



because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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