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It is one of the wonders of mathematics that, for every problem mathematicians solve, another awaits to
perplex and galvanize them. Some of these problems are new, while others have puzzled and bewitched
thinkers across the ages. Such challenges offer a tantalizing glimpse of the field’s unlimited potential, and
keep mathematicians looking toward the horizons of intellectual possibility.

In Visions of Infinity, celebrated mathematician Ian Stewart provides a fascinating overview of the most
formidable problems mathematicians have vanquished, and those that vex them still. He explains why these
problems exist, what drives mathematicians to solve them, and why their efforts matter in the context of
science as a whole. The three-century effort to prove Fermat’s last theorem—first posited in 1630, and
finally solved by Andrew Wiles in 1995—led to the creation of algebraic number theory and complex
analysis. The Poincaré conjecture, which was cracked in 2002 by the eccentric genius Grigori Perelman, has
become fundamental to mathematicians’ understanding of three-dimensional shapes. But while
mathematicians have made enormous advances in recent years, some problems continue to baffle us. Indeed,
the Riemann hypothesis, which Stewart refers to as the “Holy Grail of pure mathematics,” and the P/NP
problem, which straddles mathematics and computer science, could easily remain unproved for another
hundred years.

An approachable and illuminating history of mathematics as told through fourteen of its greatest problems,
Visions of Infinity reveals how mathematicians the world over are rising to the challenges set by their
predecessors—and how the enigmas of the past inevitably surrender to the powerful techniques of the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

Here thing why this kind of Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical Problems are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical Problems
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical Problems. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Visions of
Infinity: The Great Mathematical Problems in e-book can be your alternate.

Nicholas Sheen:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical Problems.

Crystal Thomas:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical
Problems can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Dennis Utley:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Visions of Infinity: The Great Mathematical
Problems. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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