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Not a story about me through their eyes then. Find the beginning, the slight silver key to unlock it, to dig it
out. Here then is a maze to begin, be in. (p. 20)

Funny yet horrifying, improvisational yet highly distilled, unflinchingly violent yet tender and elegiac,
Michael Ondaatje’s ground-breaking book The Collected Works of Billy the Kid is a highly polished and
self-aware lens focused on the era of one of the most mythologized anti-heroes of the American West. This
revolutionary collage of poetry and prose, layered with photos, illustrations and “clippings,” astounded
Canada and the world when it was first published in 1969. It earned then-little-known Ondaatje his first of
several Governor General’s Awards and brazenly challenged the world’s notions of history and literature.

Ondaatje’s Billy the Kid (aka William H. Bonney / Henry McCarty / Henry Antrim) is not the clichéd
dimestore comicbook gunslinger later parodied within the pages of this book. Instead, he is a beautiful and
dangerous chimera with a voice: driven and kinetic, he also yearns for blankness and rest. A poet and lover,
possessing intelligence and sensory discernment far beyond his life’s 21 year allotment, he is also a resolute
killer. His friend and nemesis is Sheriff Pat Garrett, who will go on to his own fame (or infamy) for Billy’s
execution. Himself a web of contradictions, Ondaatje’s Garrett is “a sane assassin sane assassin sane assassin
sane assassin sane assassin sane” (p. 29) who has taught himself a language he’ll never use and has trained
himself to be immune to intoxication. As the hero and anti-hero engage in the counterpoint that will lead to
Billy’s predetermined death, they are joined by figures both real and imagined, including the homesteaders
John and Sallie Chisum, Billy’s lover Angela D, and a passel of outlaws and lawmakers. The voices and
images meld, joined by Ondaatje’s own, in a magnificent polyphonic dream of what it means to feel and
think and freely act, knowing this breath is your last and you are about to be trapped by history.

I am here with the range for everything
corpuscle muscle hair
hands that need the rub of metal
those senses that
that want to crash things with an axe
that listen to deep buried veins in our palms
those who move in dreams over your women night
near you, every paw, the invisible hooves
the mind’s invisible blackout the intricate never
the body’s waiting rut.
(p. 72)
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From reader reviews:

Mary Barker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Collected Works of Billy the Kid why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Terry Dansby:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. The Collected Works of Billy the Kid can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Sharon Clayton:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Collected Works of Billy the Kid
is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Diane Joiner:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The Collected
Works of Billy the Kid. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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