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Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle East today. As the appointed
defender of Iran's revolution, the Guards have evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the spearhead
of its influence. Their sway has spread across the Middle East, where the Guards have overseen loyalist
support to Bashar al-Assad in Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's war against ISIS-bringing its own
troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite militias to the fight. Links to terrorism, human rights abuses, and the
suppression of popular democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy.

In spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to outside observers. In Vanguard of the
Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of
the Guards in the larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history, and international affairs, Ostovar
takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the organization and detailing its evolution since 1979.
Politics, power, and religion collide in this story, wherein the Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag
militia established in the midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force with a global reach.

The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the Islamic revolution. The symbiotic relationship
between them and Iran's clerical rulers underpins the regime's nearly unshakeable system of power. The
Guards have used their privileged position at home to export Iran's revolution beyond its borders,
establishing client armies in their image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in the process. Ostovar
tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a power-player and explores why the group matters
now more than ever to regional and global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern
Iran, and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex world of war, politics, and identity in
the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

Typically the book Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards will bring you
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Vanguard of the Imam: Religion,
Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Archie Beard:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's
Revolutionary Guards, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Janice Pyles:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Leslie James:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Vanguard of the Imam: Religion,
Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and
Iran's Revolutionary Guards can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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