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The saddle has become an American icon. Wranglers rely on saddles every day, but discerning outsiders
favor them for image enhancement and self-expression. Thus saddles turn up in paintings, films, even
advertisements for cigarettes and automobiles. In the marketplace of western memorabilia they have great
value.

Saddles--sometimes intricately and exquisitely carved--are no longer merely cowboy paraphernalia. At their
most elaborate, they have a highly developed aesthetic. In America, saddlemaking can be regarded as one of
the most complex and distinctly regional of western crafts.

One of the most famous saddlemakers is Donald L. King of Sheridan, Wyoming. His Sheridan-style saddle,
one of the finest of all western saddles in craftsmanship and beauty, is commissioned regularly for
championship rodeo trophies and is prized by collectors.

The son of an itinerant cowboy, King was immersed in the traditions of ranch life and crafts from an early
age. Today he is acknowledged as the creator of the most influential style in western leathercraft. His
intricate, hand-tooled works bear his signature emblem, the wild rose, and other floral elements. By the
1960s saddle aficionados had discovered him, and King's Saddlery became the center of a large community
of saddlemakers. Within the following twenty years King had so profoundly influenced the aesthetics of his
craft that he began to create saddles that were art objects for collectors, galleries, and museums.

This fascinating study of the Sheridan saddle and its creator not only highlights King's contributions but also
traces the origins of the western saddle to its roots in Mexico and Spain.

Timothy H. Evans, former Wyoming state folklorist, is coauthor of The Wyoming Folk Arts Handbook.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Terrill:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be King of the Western Saddle: The
Sheridan Saddle and the Art of Don King (Folk Art and Artists Series) why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Betty Perez:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This King of the Western Saddle: The Sheridan Saddle
and the Art of Don King (Folk Art and Artists Series) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Wade Diaz:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book King of the Western Saddle: The Sheridan Saddle
and the Art of Don King (Folk Art and Artists Series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book King of the Western Saddle: The Sheridan Saddle and the Art of Don King
(Folk Art and Artists Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Latricia Wynkoop:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this King of the Western Saddle: The Sheridan Saddle and the Art of
Don King (Folk Art and Artists Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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