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This first volume of Robert Durling's new translation of The Divine Comedy brings a new power and
accuracy to the rendering of Dante's extraordinary vision of Hell, with all its terror, pathos, and humor.
Remarkably true to both the letter and spirit of this central work of Western literature, Durling's is a prose
translation (the first to appear in twenty-five years), and is thus free of the exigencies of meter and rhyme
that hamper recent verse translations. As Durling notes, "the closely literal style is a conscious effort to
convey in part the nature of Dante's Italian, notoriously craggy and difficult even for Italians." Rigorously
accurate as to meaning, it is both clear and supple, while preserving to an unparalleled degree the order and
emphases of Dante's complex syntax.
The Durling-Martinez Inferno is also user-friendly. The Italian text, newly edited, is printed on each verso
page; the English mirrors it in such a way that readers can easily find themselves in relation to the original
terza rima. Designed with the first-time reader of Dante in mind, the volume includes comprehensive notes
and textual commentary by Martinez and Durling: both are life-long students of Dante and other medieval
writers (their Purgatorio and Paradiso will appear next year). Their introduction is a small masterpiece of its
kind in presenting lucidly and concisely the historical and conceptual background of the poem. Sixteen short
essays are provided that offer new inquiry into such topics as the autobiographical nature of the poem,
Dante's views on homosexuality, and the recurrent, problematic body analogy (Hell has a structure parallel to
that of the human body). The extensive notes, containing much new material, explain the historical, literary,
and doctrinal references, present what is known about the damned souls Dante meets --from the lovers who
spend eternity in the whirlwind of their passion, to Count Ugolino, who perpetually gnaws at his enemy's
skull--disentangle the vexed party politics of Guelfs and Ghibellines, illuminate difficult and disputed
passages, and shed light on some of Dante's unresolved conflicts.
Robert Turner's illustrations include detailed maps of Italy and several of its regions, clearly labeled
diagrams of the cosmos and the structure of Hell, and eight line drawings illustrating objects and places
mentioned in the poem. With its exceptionally high standard of typography and design, the Durling-Martinez
Inferno offers readers a solid cornerstone for any home library. It will set the standard for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Divine Comedy of Dante
Alighieri: Volume 1: Inferno (Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Vol. 1) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri: Volume 1: Inferno (Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Vol. 1) become
your current starter.

Willie Grajeda:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri: Volume 1: Inferno (Divine Comedy of
Dante Alighieri Vol. 1) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Pate:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri: Volume
1: Inferno (Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Vol. 1) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri: Volume 1: Inferno (Divine
Comedy of Dante Alighieri Vol. 1) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jason Savage:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The Divine
Comedy of Dante Alighieri: Volume 1: Inferno (Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri Vol. 1). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one



place to other place.
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