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"There has never been a time in Western history that humor and laughter were not topics of intellectual
debate and interest. That is still true. John Morreall's broad-ranging concerns in Taking Laughter Seriously
make it a book that will interest those in the social and behavioral sciences, philosophy, English literature
and criticism, drama, and folklore. Morreall has done an admirable job of analyzing earlier theories. His
discussions of humor as aesthetic experience, social lubricant, and valuable human feature are original and
provocative." -- Jeffrey H. Goldstein, Professor of Psychology, Temple University "The attempt at providing
a theoretical framework which will include all forms of laughter and humor and will accommodate the main
types of theories previously advanced, is the principal thrust and success of Taking Laughter Seriously. The
topic is important and is one which philosophers have tended to ignore, as have most disciplines. It needs
periodic philosophical reflection. The book is clearly written, well organized, and well illustrated. Morreall's
style, sometimes almost conversational, fits the subject matter. One would hope that a book on laughter and
humor, even a scholarly one, would not be so ponderous and officious that it evidenced little relationship to
its announced topic. Taking Laughter Seriously avoids that contradiction and strikes a good balance." --
Conrad Hyers, Professor of Religion, Gustavus Adolphus College, author of The Comic Vision and the
Christian Faith. "The book's qualities are, first, its scope and persuasiveness. The whole book demonstrates
the seriousness of humor and its central place in human life. I know of no comparable work. The second
quality of Taking Laughter Seriously is its clarity and its engaging style. It knocks out previous theories of
laughter (including Freud's) and replaces them with a comprehensive one of its own. It is bloody funny. It
will be enjoyed by philosophers, psychologists, teachers, and anyone who can read." -- G. J. Barker-
Benfield, Associate Professor of History, State University of New York at Albany
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Taking Laughter Seriously is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Randall James:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Taking Laughter Seriously can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Susan Hare:

Exactly why? Because this Taking Laughter Seriously is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Brown:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Taking Laughter Seriously to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve Taking Laughter Seriously can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of this time.
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