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The majority of studies on the agricultural history of Japan have focused on the public administration of land
and production, and rice, the principal source of revenue, has received the most attention. However, while
this cereal has clearly played a decisive role in the public economy of the Japanese State, it has not had a
predominant place in agricultural production. Far from confining its scope to a study of rice growing for tax
purposes, this volume looks at the subsistence economy in the plant kingdom as a whole.

This book examines the history of agriculture in premodern Japan from the 8th to the 17th century, dealing
with the history of agricultural techniques and food supply of rice, wheat, millet and other grains. Drawing
extensively on material from history, literature, archaeology, ethnography and botany, it analyses each of the
farming operations from sowing to harvesting, and the customs pertaining to consumption. It also challenges
the widespread theory that rice cultivation has been the basis of "Japaneseness" for two millennia and the
foundation of Japanese civilization by focusing on the biodiversity and polycultural traditions of Japan.
Further, it will play a role in the current dialogue on the future of sustainable agricultural production from the
viewpoints of ecology, biodiversity, dietary culture and food security throughout the world as traditional
techniques such as crop rotation are explored in connection with the safeguarding of the minerals in the soil.

Surveying agricultural techniques across the centuries and highlighting the dietary diversity of Japan, this
book will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese history, the history of science and technology,
medieval history, cultural anthropology and agriculture.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in
Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Gene Kirkland:

The ability that you get from Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham
Research Institute Series) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Rice, Agriculture,
and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in
Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) instantly.

Helen Woodson:

The book untitled Rice, Agriculture, and the Food Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute
Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice examine.

Lula Day:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Rice, Agriculture, and the Food
Supply in Premodern Japan (Needham Research Institute Series) is simple to create you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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