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Viewing the Iliad and myth through the lens of modern psychology, in Becoming Achilles: Child-Sacrifice,
War, and Misrule in the Iliad and Beyond, Richard Holway shows how the epic underwrites individual and
communal catharsis and denial. Sacrificial childrearing generates but also threatens agonistic, glory-seeking
ancient Greek cultures. Not only aggression but knowledge of sacrificial parenting must be purged.

Just as Zeus contrives to have threats to his regime play out harmlessly (to him) in the mortal realm, so the
Iliad dramatizes threats to Archaic and later Greek cultures in the safe arena of poetic performance. The epic
represents in displaced form destructive mother-son and father-daughter liaisons and resulting strife within
and between generations.

Holway calls into question the Iliad’s (and many scholars’) presentation of Achilles as a hero who speaks
truth to power, learns through suffering, and exemplifies kingly virtues that Agamemnon lacks. So too the
Iliad’s cathartic process, whether conceived as purging innate aggression or arriving at moral clarity. Instead,
Holway argues, Achilles (and Socrates) try to prove they are not what at bottom they experience themselves
to be—needy, defenseless children, who fear to acknowledge, much less speak out against, parents' use of
them to meet parents' needs.

What emerges from Holway’s analysis is not only a new reading of the Iliad, from its first word to its last,
but a revised account of the family dynamics underlying ancient Greek cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Becoming Achilles:
Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary Approaches). All
type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Phyllis Callahan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Becoming
Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary
Approaches) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies:
Interdisciplinary Approaches)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Edward Torres:

The publication with title Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond
(Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary Approaches) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michael Kimbrell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies:
Interdisciplinary Approaches). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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