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Du Fu (712–770) is one of the undisputed geniuses of Chinese poetry—still universally admired and read
thirteen centuries after his death. Now David Young, author of Black Lab, and well known as a translator of
Chinese poets, gives us a sparkling new translation of Du Fu’s verse, arranged to give us a tour of the life,
each “chapter” of poems preceded by an introductory paragraph that situates us in place, time, and
circumstance. What emerges is a portrait of a modest yet great artist, an ordinary man moving and adjusting
as he must in troubled times, while creating a startling, timeless body of work.

Du Fu wrote poems that engaged his contemporaries and widened the path of the lyric poet. As his
society—one of the world’s great civilizations—slipped from a golden age into chaos, he wrote of the
uncertain course of empire, the misfortunes and pleasures of his own family, the hard lives of ordinary
people, the changing seasons, and the lives of creatures who shared his environment. As the poet chases
chickens around the yard, observes tear streaks on his wife’s cheek, or receives a gift of some shallots from a
neighbor, Young’s rendering brings Du Fu’s voice naturally and elegantly to life.

I sing what comes to me
in ways both old and modern

my only audience right now—
nearby bushes and trees

elegant houses stand
in an elegant row, too many

if my heart turns to ashes
then that’s all right with me . . .

from “Meandering River”
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Du Fu: A Life in Poetry is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Anthony Callahan:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Du Fu: A Life in Poetry book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Cotton:

This Du Fu: A Life in Poetry is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Du Fu: A
Life in Poetry in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Shelia Sepulveda:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Du Fu: A Life in Poetry is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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