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"Music and girls are the soul of musical comedy," one critic wrote, early in the 1940s. But this was the age
that wanted more than melody and kickline form its musical shows. The form had been running on empty for
too long, as a formula for the assembly of spare parts--star comics, generic love songs, rumba dancers, Ethel
Merman. If Rodgers and Hammerstein hadn't existed, Broadway would have had to invent them; and
Oklahoma! and Carousel came along just in time to announce the New Formula for Writing Musicals: Don't
have a formula.
Instead, start with strong characters and atmosphere: Oklahoma!'s murderous romantic triangle set against a
frontier society that has to learn what democracy is in order to deserve it; or Carousel's dysfunctional family
seen in the context of class and gender war.
With the vitality and occasionally outrageous humor that Ethan Mordden's readers take for granted, the
author ranges through the decade's classics--Pal Joey, Lady in the Dark, On the Town, Annie Get Your Gun,
Phinian's Rainbow, Brigadoon, Kiss Me, Kate, South Pacific. He also covers illuminating trivia--the spy
thriller The Lady Comes Across, whose star got so into her role that she suffered paranoid hallucinations and
had to be hospitalized; the smutty Follow the Girls, damned as "burlesque with a playbill" yet closing as the
longest-run musical in Broadway history; Lute Song, in which Mary Martin and Nancy Reagan were
Chinese; and the first "concept" musicals, Allegro and Love Life. Amid the fun, something revolutionary
occurs. The 1920s created the musical and the 1930s gave it politics. In the 1940s, it found its soul.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

The actual book Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway Musical in the 1940s will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway
Musical in the 1940s is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Daniel Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway Musical in the 1940s can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

William Nelson:

This Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway Musical in the 1940s is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Beautiful Mornin':
The Broadway Musical in the 1940s can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and knowledge.

Lucille Chenier:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Beautiful Mornin': The Broadway Musical in the 1940s was filled with regards
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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