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Over the past few centuries, as Western civilization has enjoyed an expansive and flexible geographic
domain, Westerners have observed other cultures with little interest in a return gaze. In turn, these other
civilizations have been similarly disinclined when they have held sway. Clearly, though, an external frame of
reference outstrips introspection—we cannot see ourselves as others see us. Unprecedented in its scope,
What the Rest Think of the West provides a rich historical look through the eyes of outsiders as they survey
and scrutinize the politics, science, technology, religion, family practices, and gender roles of civilizations
not their own. The book emphasizes the broader figurative meaning of looking west in the scope of history.

Focusing on four civilizations—Islamic, Japanese, Chinese, and South Asian—Nader has collected
observations made over centuries by scholars, diplomats, missionaries, travelers, merchants, and students
reflecting upon their own “Wests.” These writings derive from a range of purposes and perspectives, such as
the seventh-century Chinese Buddhist who goes west to India, the missionary from Baghdad who travels up
the Volga in the tenth century and meets the Vikings, and the Egyptian imam who in 1826 is sent to Paris to
study the French. The accounts variously express critique, adoration, admiration, and fear, and are sometimes
humorous, occasionally disturbing, at times controversial, and always enlightening. With informative
introductions to each of the selections, Laura Nader initiates conversations about the power of
representational practices.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD. Try to make the
book What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gerald Conway:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this What the Rest Think
of the West: Since 600 AD.

William Pak:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your
spare time, typically the book you have read is What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD.

Carolyn Hoar:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What the Rest Think of
the West: Since 600 AD can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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