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Jonathan Israel presents the first major reassessment of the Western Enlightenment for a generation.
Continuing the story he began in the best-selling Radical Enlightenment , and now focusing his attention on
the first half of the eighteenth century, he returns to the original sources to offer a groundbreaking new
perspective on the nature and development of the most important currents in modern thought.

Israel traces many of the core principles of Western modernity to their roots in the social, political, and
philosophical ferment of this period: the primacy of reason, democracy, racial equality, feminism, religious
toleration, sexual emancipation, and freedom of expression. He emphasizes the dual character of the
Enlightenment, and the bitter struggle between on the one hand a generally dominant, anti-democratic
mainstream, supporting the monarchy, aristocracy, and ecclesiastical authority, and on the other a largely
repressed democratic, republican, and "materialist" radical fringe. He also contends that the supposedly
separate French, British, German, Dutch, and Italian enlightenments interacted to such a degree that their
study in isolation gives a hopelessly distorted picture.

A work of dazzling and highly accessible scholarship, Enlightenment Contested will be the definitive
reference point for historians, philosophers, and anyone engaged with this fascinating period of human
development.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy,
Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Jeff Williams:

The e-book untitled Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-
1752 is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Enlightenment Contested:
Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Stanley Roman:

Why? Because this Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-
1752 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sheryl Hicks:

Beside that Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity,
and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often
have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want



to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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