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If Westerners know a single Islamic term, it is likely to be jihad, the Arabic word for "holy war." The image
of Islam as an inherently aggressive and xenophobic religion has long prevailed in the West and can at times
appear to be substantiated by current events. L. Carl Brown challenges this conventional wisdom with a
fascinating historical overview of the relationship between religious and political life in the Muslim world
ranging from Islam's early centuries to the present day.

Religion and State examines the commonplace notion?held by both radical Muslim ideologues and various
Western observers alike?that in Islam there is no separation between religion and politics. By placing this
assertion in a broad historical context, the book reveals both the continuities between premodern and modern
Islamic political thought as well as the distinctive dimensions of modern Muslim experiences. Brown shows
that both the modern-day fundamentalists and their critics have it wrong when they posit an eternally
militant, unchanging Islam outside of history. "They are conflating theology and history. They are confusing
the oughtand the is," he writes. As the historical record shows, mainstream Muslim political thought in
premodern times tended toward political quietism.

Brown maintains that we can better understand present-day politics among Muslims by accepting the reality
of their historical diversity while at the same time seeking to identify what may be distinctive in Muslim
thought and action. In order to illuminate the distinguishing characteristics of Islam in relation to politics,
Brown compares this religion with its two Semitic sisters, Judaism and Christianity, drawing striking
comparisons between Islam today and Christianity during the Reformation. With a wealth of evidence, he
recreates a tradition of Islamic diversity every bit as rich as that of Judaism and Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics. Try to
make book Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics as your close friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edna Kissel:

The experience that you get from Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics will be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Religion and State: The
Muslim Approach to Politics instantly.

Vickie Gilbert:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Religion and State: The Muslim Approach to Politics, you
may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Teresa Obannon:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Religion and State: The Muslim
Approach to Politics is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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