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How should economic and social theory accommodate empirical facts about physical destitution, and how
should governments respond to famines and hunger? This interdisciplinary book focuses on these and other
questions about physical being. Dasgupta's aim here is to offer a description of destitution as it occurs among
rural populations of the poor countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America; to give an account of the forces at
work which perpetuate destitution, and to offer prescriptions for both the public and private spheres of life.

A central concern of the author has been to reconcile theoretical considerations with the empirical evidence
that has been obtained in the several disciplines this work encompasses, including anthropology,
demography, ecology, geography, and philosophy. The entire discussion is designed to provide a philosophy
for human well-being that can guide public policy in poor countries. Therefore, the role of the State, of
communities, of households, and of individuals is studied in considerable detail.

The author reveals an empirical link between greater political and civil liberties and improvements in life
expectancy at birth, national income per capita, and infant survival rates. He identifies patterns of asset
redistribution that promote economic growth by raising labor productivity, and argues that democratic
participation in the design of public policies is not only intrinsically valuable, but has strong instrumental
virtues: it allows privately held information to be put into effective use. Dasgupta presents evidence to show
that significant reductions in military budgets would free the resources needed for the satisfaction of citizens'
basic economic needs, and he provides guidance for the motivation and necessary focus of governments. He
also looks at the allocation of food, work, health care, education, and income across genders, age groups, and
orders of birth. He explores the findings of nutritionists on the link between food needs and work capacity,
and develops a language to allow the environment to be included in social policies and calculations. By
covering an unprecedented range of material, An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution becomes required
reading for all those concerned with the human situation and the plight of the destitute.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Marshall:

Within other case, little persons like to read book An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right
up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

William Wright:

This An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution can be one
of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this An
Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Marsha Gleason:

Typically the book An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Jennifer Randolph:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims An Inquiry
into Well-Being and Destitution.
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