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Despite heightened partisanship in the U.S. Congress and constituencies split along ideological lines,
congressional representatives frequently buck their parties and seldom do precisely what voters ask. In
Personal Roots of Representation, Barry Burden challenges standard explanations of legislative preferences
to emphasize the important role that personal influences play in representatives' voting behavior.

This timely book is the first to examine the extent to which the very same values, experiences, and interests
that shape congressional members as individuals and guide their own life choices similarly shape their
policymaking decisions. Burden takes a close look at legislative decision making in the areas of tobacco
regulation, vouchers and school choice, and religion and bioethics. He finds that personal factors become
more significant when legislators are acting proactively rather than reactively, grappling with specific policy
issues, and defending rather than challenging the status quo. Marshaling both qualitative and quantitative
evidence, Burden reveals that the personal roots of representatives' actions can be as influential as the usual
suspects of partisanship and constituency--and that personal factors quite often have the greatest impact
when the policymaking stakes are at their highest.

Personal Roots of Representation is a provocative book that raises pressing new questions about legislative
discretion and the accountability of our elected officials.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Personal Roots of Representation, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Ashley Davis:

The publication untitled Personal Roots of Representation is the guide that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Personal Roots of Representation from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ross Adams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Personal
Roots of Representation your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The
Personal Roots of Representation giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jill Weber:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on there.
Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Personal Roots of Representation can make you sense more interested to read.
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