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From The Sky Inside the Shaking Tree

What you feel
reveals you.
 
Watch
for the sustenance
inclined to a source,
 
enamored of singularity,
quickly here and quickly
 
gone, shadow from which
the body's courage comes.
 
Fireflies
apparently stumbling.
 
I slapped one on my leg.
Its blood glowed.
 
Blessings for the Hands follows various speakers—often disabled speakers, who never once figure
themselves as objects of complaint or self-pity—through the haunted dreamscape of “normalcy.” Indeed,
dreams are continuous presences in this unusually subtle and elegant debut collection that juxtaposes
physical circumstances with the vast interior life of the imagination. The subjects of Blessings for the Hands
are real and imagined confrontations—and reconciliations—between family members, friends, strangers, and
animals. Matthew Schwartz’s quasi-autobiographical verse complicates and clarifies the emotions waiting
just underneath the patterns and expectations of the speakers’ daylight lives, where anger, joy, corporeality,
and mortality all seem to collide. For Schwartz, poetry is a sleight of hand that keeps the reader guessing
through nearly imperceptible shifts between present vision and absent reality. Blessings for the Hands is a
lyric reckoning of the tension between the life we are given and the life we are determined to lead.
 
“Blessings for the Hands is emotionally strong and imaginatively wild, distinctive, deeply moving, without
an ort of self-pity, and pervaded by ‘compassion down to your fingertips’ (which Chekhov said is ‘the only
method’ both to write and to live). This angle of vision is sharp enough to unify much disparate material. The
poems are clear and musical and consequently a pleasure to read and reread despite their gravity. I think this
may be lasting work.”—Michael Ryan
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets). You never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joyce Burke:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Blessings for
the Hands (Phoenix Poets) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Randy Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets) was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix
Poets) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading in which.

Eileen Schmitt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this
Blessings for the Hands (Phoenix Poets).
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