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Sex, privilege, corruption, and revenge--these are elements that we expect to find splashed across today's
tabloid headlines. But in 17th century England, a sex scandal in which the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven was
executed for crimes so horrible that "a Christian man ought scarce to name them" threatened the very
foundations of aristocratic hierarchy.
In A House in Gross Disorder, Cynthia Herrup presents a strikingly new interpretation both of the case itself
and of the sexual and social anxieties it cast into such bold relief. Castlehaven was convicted of abetting the
rape of his wife and of committing sodomy with his servants. More than that, he stood accused of inverting
the natural order of his household by reveling in rather than restraining the intemperate passions of those he
was expected to rule and protect. Herrup argues that because an orderly house was considered both an
example and endorsement of aristocratic governance, the riotousness presided over by Castlehaven was the
most damning evidence against him. Castlehaven himself argued that he was the victim of an impatient son,
an unhappy wife, and courtiers greedy for his lands. Eschewing simple conclusions about guilt or innocence,
Herrup focuses instead on the fascinating legal, social and political dynamics of the case and its subsequent
retellings.
In prose as riveting as the moral and legal dramas it depicts, A House in Gross Disorder reconsiders a
scandal that still speaks to contemporary anxieties about sex, good governance, and the role of law in
regulating both.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven, you are able to
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a guide.

Reginald Hunter:

Precisely why? Because this A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Estelle Hicks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A House in Gross Disorder: Sex,
Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of
Castlehaven become your starter.

Miguel Sherman:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A House in Gross Disorder: Sex,
Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
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