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Why do some citizens vote while others do not? Why does less than half of the American voting public
routinely show up at the polls? Why is it that the vast majority of political issues affecting our day-to-day
lives fail to generate either public interest or understanding? These questions have troubled political
scientists for decades. Here, Kathleen Hall Jamieson and Joseph N. Cappella provide the first conclusive
evidence to date that it is indeed the manner in which the print and broadcast media cover political events
and issues that fuels voter non-participation.

This book illustrates precisely how the media's heavy focus on the game of politics, rather than on its
substance, starts a "spiral of cynicism" that directly causes an erosion of citizen interest and, ultimately,
citizen participation. Having observed voters who watched and read different sets of reports--some saturated
in strategy talk, others focused on the real issues--the authors show decisive links between the way in which
the media covers campaigns' and voters' levels of cynicism and participation. By closely monitoring media
coverage among sample audiences for both the recent mayoral race in Philadelphia and the national health
care reform debate, the authors confront issues concerning the effects of issue-based and competitive-based
political coverage. Finally, they address the question repeatedly asked by news editors, "Will the public read
or watch an alternative media coverage that has more substance?" The answer their findings so clearly reveal
is "yes."
Spiral of Cynicism is a pioneering work that will urge the media to take a close look at how it covers political
events and issues, as well as its degree of culpability in current voter dissatisfaction, cynicism, and non-
participation. For, in these pages, a possible cure to such ills is just what Jamieson and Cappella have to
offer. Moreover, their work is likely to redefine the terms of the very debate on how politics should be
covered in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

This Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Spiral of Cynicism: The Press
and the Public Good can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the
Public Good having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Sheila Cyr:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Amanda Garcia:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good can
make you feel more interested to read.

Paul Dubose:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good when you necessary it?
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