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Some years before Peter Taylor's death in 1994, the tacit agreement was made that Hubert McAlexander
would be the author's biographer. Peter Taylor, McAlexander's accomplished portrait, achieves for readers a
remarkable intimacy with this central figure in the history of the American short story and one of the greatest
southern writers of his time.

Taylor's life spanned most of the twentieth century, a fact borne out in the themes of social and psychic rifts
in a modernizing South that dominate his stories, plays, and novels. McAlexander knits together the facts and
fiction of Taylor's life in a compelling seamless account: his family roots in Tennessee, and the ancestral
basis for some of his best work; boyhood upheavals to Nashville, St. Louis, and Memphis, and his
establishment of the dysfunctional family as a major subject in American literature; his tutelage under poets
John Crowe Ransom, Allen Tate, and Robert Penn Warren, and the development of complex, subtle,
carefully crafted stories as his metier.

We see Taylor emerge as a major writer under the aegis of the New Yorker, persevere over the decades, and
finally win public recognition with the Pulitzer Prize at age seventy for his novel A Summons to Memphis. A
genteel, sociable personality, Taylor sustained deep lifelong friendships with Robert Lowell, Jean Stafford,
and Randall Jarrell; formed close bonds with three literary generations; and enjoyed fifty-one years of
marriage to poet Eleanor Ross Taylor.

Exhaustively researched and engagingly written, Peter Taylor presents a vivid picture of the man, the artist,
and his culture and literary milieu. Anyone drawn to Taylor's work will savor this superb biography.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern
Literary Studies). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies). You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Janice Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

June Weiss:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Peter Taylor: A
Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life (Southern Literary Studies)is a single of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Carl Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Peter Taylor: A Writer's Life
(Southern Literary Studies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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