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The nineteenth-century photographer William Henry Jackson once complained of the skepticism with which
early descriptions of Yellowstone were met: the place was too wondrous to be believed. The public
demanded proof, and a host of artists and writers obliged. These early explorers possessed a vigorous
devotion to the young nation’s wilderness?the naturalist John Muir famously toured the land from Wisconsin
to Florida on foot?and through their work established aesthetic categories that exist to this day. In Lines on
the Land, Scott Herring contends that these writers and artists were canon makers, recognizing the national
parks as naturally occurring works of art and conferring upon them a cultural prestige: the parks were the
splendid focal points of the American landscape.

These early, canonizing works are homages to a vast, untouched wilderness. This praise would gradually
give way, however, to a distinctly American anger?what Herring calls "outraged idealism." Later generations
were faced with a changing culture that had imperfectly absorbed, and even misrepresented, the national-
park aesthetic. The postwar park was overrun by cars and tourists who could not possibly match the
pioneering naturalists’ profound commitment to and appreciation for their surroundings. The collective tone
of the parks’ chroniclers, as a result, evolved from celebration of awesome beauty to indignation over the
perceived corruption of the parks, both as an ideal and as actual physical settings.

Herring traces this shift through the work of a wide spectrum of creative minds, from early figures such as
Muir and Thomas Moran to later observers of the parks such as Ansel Adams, Sylvia Plath, Edward Abbey,
and Rick Bass. The text is punctuated by autobiographical "interchapters," in which Herring relates the
book’s chief themes to his own experiences in Yellowstone National Park.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks (Under
the Sign of Nature) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Samuel Rascon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Lines on the Land:
Writers, Art, and the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and
the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) become your own starter.

Rosalva Nichols:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the National
Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Lines on
the Land: Writers, Art, and the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature).

Heather Lanham:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Lines on the Land: Writers,
Art, and the National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) to make your reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Lines on the Land: Writers, Art, and the
National Parks (Under the Sign of Nature) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone



and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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