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"An important and original book with dazzling insights . . . it challenges some widely held views of both the
political and cinematic components of contemporary America, and it should certainly evoke a goodly share
of indignation as well as admiration."--H. Bruce Franklin, author of MIA or Mythmaking in America "Hard
Bodies is a real page-turner in which Susan Jeffords reveals how in the 1980s Ronald Reagan, Rambo, and
Robocop came together at our own fitness clubs in a way that transformed crucial numbers of movie-going,
Nautilus-devoted American white men into anti-Communist presidential voters. This serious book is sure to
change how we make sense of Hollywood's gendered maintenance of the Cold War."--Cynthia Enloe, author
of The Morning After: Sexual Politics at the End of the Cold War Hard Bodies looks at some of the most
popular films of the Reagan era and examines how the characters, themes, and stories presented in them
often helped to reinforce and disseminate the policies, programs, and beliefs of the "Reagan Revolution." In
particular, because Ronald Reagan was himself most often portrayed in terms that emphasized his strength,
toughness, and assertiveness, one of the key images of the Reagan era was that of masculinity itself. But the
Reagan era also promoted a concept of the nation as gendered, strong, tough, and assertive, like the President
who seemed to epitomize the United States in its confrontation with the "evil" Soviet empire, the Sandinista
government, or the drug-trading cartels. Action-adventure films of the 1980s accentuated these qualities, not
only as foreign policy methods but also as domestic agendas, putting forward the American "hard body" as
the solution to the nation's foreign and domestic failings. Through her illuminating and detailed analyses of
both the Reagan presidency and many blockbuster movies, Susan Jeffords provides a scenario within which
the successes of the New Right and the Reagan presidency can begin to be understood. Rambo, Lethal
Weapon, Die Hard, Robocop, Back to the Future, Star Wars, the Indiana Jones series, Mississippi Burning,
Rain Man, Batman, and Unforgiven are among the films she discusses. Susan Jeffords is a professor of
English and director of Women's Studies at the University of Washington. She is the author of The
Remasculization of America: Gender and the Vietnam War, and co-editor of Seeing Through the Media: The
Persian Gulf War (Rutgers University Press).
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era.

Aaron Jack:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hard Bodies: Hollywood
Masculinity in the Reagan Era is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Rick Briones:

Beside this specific Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from today!

David Wysocki:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Hard Bodies: Hollywood Masculinity in the Reagan Era. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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