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"McFadden packs a powerful punch with tight prose and short chapters that bear witness to key events in
early twentieth-century history: both World Wars, the Great Depression, and the Great Migration. Partly set
in the Jim Crow South, the novel succeeds in showing the prevalence of racism all across the country--
whether implemented through institutionalized mechanisms or otherwise. Playing with themes of divine
justice and the suffering of the righteous, McFadden presents a remarkably crisp portrait of one average
man's extraordinary bravery in the face of pure evil."
--Booklist, Starred review

"Through this character portrait of Harlan, McFadden has constructed a vivid, compelling narrative that
makes historical fiction an accessible, literary window into the African-American past and some of the
contemporary dilemmas of the present."
--Publishers Weekly

"During WWII, two African-American musicians are captured by the Nazis in Paris and imprisoned at the
Buchenwald concentration camp, in the latest from the author of Sugar and Loving Donovan."
--Publishers Weekly, Spring 2016 Announcements

"From Macon, Georgia, to Harlem, and from the City of Lights to Weimar, Germany, Bernice L.
McFadden's latest novel follows Harlan and his friend Lizard, two black musicians who are captured by the
Nazis during WWII and sent to the Buchenwald concentration camp. The Book of Harlan blends family
history and world history, fact and fiction, to revisit a haunting chapter from the past."
--Hello Beautiful, #BlackWomenRead: 17 Books by Black Women You Need In Your Life This Spring

Praise for Gathering of Waters by Bernice L. McFadden:

"McFadden has created a magical, fantastic novel...This is a startling, beautifully written piece of work."
--Dennis Lehane, author of World Gone By

"McFadden works a kind of miracle--not only do her characters retain their appealing humanity; their story
eclipses the bonds of history to offer continuous surprises...Beautiful and evocative."
--Jesmyn Ward, New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice)

"Read it aloud. Hire a chorus to chant it to you and anyone else interested in hearing about civil rights and
uncivil desires."
--Alan Cheuse, All Things Considered (NPR)

The Book of Harlan opens with the courtship of Harlan's parents and his 1917 birth in Macon, Georgia. After
his prominent minister grandfather dies, Harlan and his parents move to Harlem, where he eventually
becomes a professional musician. When Harlan and his best friend, trumpeter Lizard Robbins, are invited to
perform at a popular cabaret in the Parisian enclave of Montmartre--affectionately referred to as "The
Harlem of Paris" by black American musicians--Harlan jumps at the opportunity, convincing Lizard to join
him.



But after the City of Light falls under Nazi occupation, Harlan and Lizard are thrown into Buchenwald--the
notorious concentration camp in Weimar, Germany--irreparably changing the course of Harlan's life. Based
on exhaustive research and told in McFadden's mesmeric prose, The Book of Harlan skillfully blends the
stories of McFadden's familial ancestors with those of real and imagined characters.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Huff:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled The Book of Harlan? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Juan Dishon:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Book of Harlan can be the response,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Leticia Bennet:

You can find this The Book of Harlan by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Donna Willeford:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Book of Harlan. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide.
It can bring you from one location to other place.
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