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The concept of sex addiction took hold in the 1980s as a product of cultural anxiety. Yet, despite being
essentially mythical, sex addiction has to be taken seriously as a phenomenon. Its success as a purported
malady lay with its medicalization, both as a self-help movement in terms of self-diagnosis, and as a rapidly
growing industry of therapists treating the new disease. The media played a role in its history, first with TV,
the tabloids and the case histories of claimed celebrity victims all helping to popularize the concept, and then
with the impact of the Internet.

This book is a critical history of an archetypically modern sexual syndrome. Reay, Attwood and Gooder
argue that this strange history of social opportunism, diagnostic amorphism, therapeutic self-interest and
popular cultural endorsement is marked by an essential social conservatism: sex addiction has become a
convenient term to describe disapproved sex. It is a label without explanatory force.

This book will be essential reading for those interested in sexuality studies, contemporary history,
psychology, psychiatry, sociology, media studies and studies of the Internet. It will also be of interest to
doctors and therapists currently working in this and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Smith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Sex Addiction: A Critical History.

Robin Holloway:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Sex Addiction: A Critical
History, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Steven Green:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Sex Addiction: A Critical History why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Christopher Evan:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list will be Sex Addiction: A Critical History. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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