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Many rituals and festivals take place in public, meaning that such expressions of faith are societal as well as
individual forms of human behaviour. The similarity in the general patterns of rituals and festivals across
cultures and religions is striking. For example, most cultures and religions mark major life-course transitions
such as birth, marriage, and death with public ritual expressions, and numerous festivals are tied to food-
producing activities such as planting and harvesting. Where religions and societies vary is in the meanings
associated with ritual behaviour and the specific forms those behaviours take.

The Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals explores this complex topic through articles
covering the following general categories of information:

general concepts and ideas such as communitas, inversion, purity and pollution, and pilgrimages●

major forms of ritual and festival such as rites of passage, devotional rites, sacrifice, calendrical rites,●

carnival, and fasting
religious rites and festivals of major religions, including Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Catholicism and●

Judaism
rites and festivals in cultural regions such as China, sub-Saharan Africa, and the Pacific islands●

life-cycle rites, including those associated with birth, coming of age, marriage and death●

specific rites and festivals, such as Divali, Easter, Ramadan, snake handling and Yom Kippur.●

The Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals, and Festivals contains 130 entries contributed and signed by
scholars from international universities and institutes, with expertise in such fields as Asian and Pacific
studies, archaeology, communication studies, cultural anthropology, cultural studies, international studies,
philosophy, psychological anthropology, religious studies, social anthropology, sociology and theology.

An unprecedented resource, this new encyclopedia provides in-depth coverage of a vast array of worldwide
practices with entries that draw on the latest research available, offering fresh insights while maintaining a
connection with established scholarship. The cross-cultural coverage will help foster interfaith understanding
as well as present and explain unfamiliar behaviours and rituals.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals
and Festivals (Religion and Society) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Fatima Leonard:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites,
Rituals and Festivals (Religion and Society) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Winford Patterson:

Beside this Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals (Religion and Society) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious
Rites, Rituals and Festivals (Religion and Society) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from
now!

Ellen Scherer:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Routledge Encyclopedia of Religious Rites, Rituals and Festivals (Religion and Society) when you
necessary it?
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