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Scholars have questioned every aspect of the story of Mattathias in 1 Maccabees; the revisionist narrative
turns Mattathias and his Maccabees from the heroes of the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah and idealistic
fighters for religious freedom, into merely ambitious men who ruthlessly strove for power and usurped the
high priesthood of Judaea. Dr. Benjamin Edidin Scolnic takes a fresh, unbiased approach to every element of
the story: the incident at Modeïn, Mattathias's priestly credentials and their implications for his beliefs, the
meaning of personal ambition and the greater ambition to create the Jewish kingdom promised by the sacred
biblical texts, the meaning of circumcision in his time, and the decision to fight on the Sabbath. Mattathias's
actions of zealous violence, as controversial as they were in both his day and as they often are seen today,
were primarily for the preservation of his religion and people. Dr. Scolnic asserts that it was Mattathias who
defined Judaism and Jewishness for his time.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People
(Studies in Judaism). Try to face the book Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People
(Studies in Judaism) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Anna Thompson:

This Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in
Judaism) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) can bring
any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His
People (Studies in Judaism) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Clarence Danner:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People
(Studies in Judaism) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book has high quality.

Gigi Brown:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't



work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in
Judaism) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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