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From childhood, we're taught one central, non-controversial idea about morality: self-sacrifice is a virtue. It
is universally accepted that serving the needs of others, rather than our own, is the essence of morality. To be
ethical?it is believed?is to be altruistic. Questioning this belief is regarded as tantamount to questioning the
self-evident.

Here, Peter Schwartz questions it.

In Defense of Selfishness refutes widespread misconceptions about the meaning of selfishness and of
altruism. Basing his arguments on Ayn Rand's ethics of rational self-interest, Schwartz demonstrates that
genuine selfishness is not exemplified by the brutal plundering of an Attila the Hun or the conniving
duplicity of a Bernard Madoff. To the contrary, such people are acting against their actual, long-range
interests. The truly selfish individual is committed to moral principles and lives an honest, productive, self-
respecting life. He does not feed parasitically off other people. Instead, he renounces the unearned, and deals
with others?in both the material and spiritual realms?by offering value for value, to mutual benefit.

The selfish individual, Schwartz maintains, lives by reason, not force. He lives by production and trade, not
by theft and fraud. He disavows the mindlessness of the do-whatever-you-feel-like emotionalist, and upholds
rationality as his primary virtue. He takes pride in his achievements, and does not sacrifice himself to
others?nor does he sacrifice others to himself.

According to the code of altruism, however, you must embrace self-sacrifice. You must subordinate yourself
to others. Altruism calls, not for cooperation and benevolence, but for servitude. It demands that you
surrender your interests to the needs of others, that you regard serving others as the moral justification of
your existence, that you be willing to suffer so that a non-you might benefit. To this, Schwartz asks simply:
Why? Why should the fact that you have achieved any success make you indebted to those who haven't?
Why does the fact that someone needs your money create a moral entitlement to it, while the fact that you've
earned it, doesn't?

Using vivid, real-life examples, In Defense of Selfishness illustrates the iniquity of requiring one man to
serve the needs of another. This provocative book challenges readers to re-examine the standard by which
they decide what is morally right or wrong.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled In Defense of Selfishness: Why the Code of Self-Sacrifice is
Unjust and Destructive. Try to face the book In Defense of Selfishness: Why the Code of Self-Sacrifice is
Unjust and Destructive as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Theresa Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called In Defense of
Selfishness: Why the Code of Self-Sacrifice is Unjust and Destructive? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Gary Morrell:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book In Defense of Selfishness: Why the Code of
Self-Sacrifice is Unjust and Destructive will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Shirley Kier:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely In Defense of Selfishness: Why the Code of Self-Sacrifice is Unjust and Destructive.
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