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In The Claims of Kinfolk, Dylan Penningroth uncovers an extensive informal economy of property ownership
among slaves and sheds new light on African American family and community life from the heyday of
plantation slavery to the "freedom generation" of the 1870s. By focusing on relationships among blacks, as
well as on the more familiar struggles between the races, Penningroth exposes a dynamic process of
community and family definition. He also includes a comparative analysis of slavery and slave property
ownership along the Gold Coast in West Africa, revealing significant differences between the African and
American contexts.
Property ownership was widespread among slaves across the antebellum South, as slaves seized the small
opportunities for ownership permitted by their masters. While there was no legal framework to protect or
even recognize slaves' property rights, an informal system of acknowledgment recognized by both blacks
and whites enabled slaves to mark the boundaries of possession. In turn, property ownership--and the
negotiations it entailed--influenced and shaped kinship and community ties. Enriching common notions of
slave life, Penningroth reveals how property ownership engendered conflict as well as solidarity within black
families and communities. Moreover, he demonstrates that property had less to do with individual legal
rights than with constantly negotiated, extralegal social ties.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Claims of Kinfolk: African American Property and
Community in the Nineteenth-Century South.

Norma Lorentzen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Claims of
Kinfolk: African American Property and Community in the Nineteenth-Century South? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Julie Ross:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Claims of Kinfolk:
African American Property and Community in the Nineteenth-Century South. All type of book could you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Allie Littlefield:

Precisely why? Because this The Claims of Kinfolk: African American Property and Community in the
Nineteenth-Century South is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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