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Since many countries in the world at present were European colonies in the not so distant past, the
relationship between colonial institutions and development outcomes is a key topic of study across many
disciplines.

This edited volume, from a leading international group of scholars, discusses the comparative legacy of
colonial rule in the Netherlands Indies and Belgian Congo during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Whereas the Indonesian economy progressed rapidly during the last three decades of the twentieth century
and became a self-reliant and assertive world power, the Congo regressed into a state of political chaos and
endemic violence. To which extent do the different legacies of Dutch and Belgian rule explain these different
development outcomes, if they do at all? By discussing the comparative features and development of Dutch
and Belgian rule, the book aims to 1) to contribute to a deeper understanding of the role of colonial
institutional legacies in long run patterns of economic divergence in the modern era; 2) to fill in a huge gap
in the comparative colonial historical literature, which focuses largely on the comparative evolution of the
British, French, Spanish and Portuguese Empires; 3) to add a focused and well-motivated comparative case-
study to the increasing strand of literature analyzing the marked differences in economic and political
development in Asia and Africa during the postcolonial era.

Covering such issues as agriculture, manufacturing and foreign investment, human capital, fiscal policy,
labour coercion and mineral resource management, this book offers a highly original and scholarly
contribution to the literature on colonial history and development economics.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Colonial Exploitation
and Economic Development: The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared (Routledge
Explorations in Economic History)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have other opinion?

Bernadine Williams:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development:
The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared (Routledge Explorations in Economic History)
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development: The Belgian
Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared (Routledge Explorations in Economic History) is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Colonial
Exploitation and Economic Development: The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared
(Routledge Explorations in Economic History). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Charles Wright:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development:
The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies Compared (Routledge Explorations in Economic History) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Bryce Adams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you



reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Colonial Exploitation and Economic Development: The Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies
Compared (Routledge Explorations in Economic History), you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.
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