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From their conquest of Palestine in 1917 during World War I, until the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948, the British controlled the territory by mandate, representing a distinct cultural period in Middle Eastern
history. In Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of
Mandate Palestine, author Nina S. Spiegel argues that the Jewish community of this era created enduring
social, political, religious, and cultural forms through public events, such as festivals, performances, and
celebrations. She finds that the physical character of this national public culture represents one of the key
innovations of Zionism-embedding the importance of the corporeal into national Jewish life-and remains a
significant feature of contemporary Israeli culture.

Spiegel analyzes four significant events in this period that have either been unexplored or underexplored: the
beauty competitions for Queen Esther in conjunction with the Purim carnivals in Tel Aviv from 1926 to
1929, the first Maccabiah Games or "Jewish Olympics" in Tel Aviv in 1932, the National Dance
Competition for theatrical dance in Tel Aviv in 1937, and the Dalia Folk Dance Festivals at Kibbutz Dalia in
1944 and 1947. Drawing on a vast assortment of archives throughout Israel, Spiegel uses an array of
untapped primary sources, from written documents to visual and oral materials, including films, photographs,
posters, and interviews. Methodologically, Spiegel offers an original approach, integrating the fields of Israel
studies, modern Jewish history, cultural history, gender studies, performance studies, dance theory and
history, and sports studies.

In this detailed, multi-disciplinary volume, Spiegel demonstrates the ways that political and social issues can
influence a new society and provides a dynamic framework for interpreting present-day Israeli culture.
Students and teachers of Israel studies, performance studies, and Jewish cultural history will appreciate
Embodying Hebrew Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Gorman:

Here thing why that Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community
of Mandate Palestine are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless
it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Embodying Hebrew Culture:
Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with
Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate
Palestine. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the
Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine in e-book can be your alternative.

Luther Ritenour:

The e-book with title Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish
Community of Mandate Palestine has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Edwin Bernal:

This Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate
Palestine is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using
great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics,
and Dance in the Jewish Community of Mandate Palestine in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?

Rita Merritt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you



also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is this Embodying Hebrew Culture: Aesthetics, Athletics, and Dance in the Jewish Community of
Mandate Palestine.
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