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Europe's Jewish minority culture was subjected to a barrage of public images proclaiming the dominance of
the Christian majority. This book is the first to explore the Jewish response to this assault in the development
of a visual culture through which Jews could affirmatively construct their identity as a people. It
demonstrates how medieval Jews gave voice to messages of protest and dreams of subversion by actively
appropriating and transforming the quintessential symbols of the dominant culture. Using a variety of
methodologies drawn from art history, cultural studies, and the history of mentalitÃ©s, this work illuminates
aspects of the inner landscape of medieval Jewry as reflected in animal symbolism in text and iconography, a
very rich and hitherto undiscovered realm. Marc Michael Epstein examines the ubiquitous hare-hunt and the
cryptic iconography of elephants flanking the ark in the synagogue, dragons straddling the line between the
divine and the demonic worlds, and unicorns that seem to have leaped directly from the christological world
of the illuminated bestiary into a universe of Jewish messianic symbolism. These images, often marginal in
situation, tend to be regarded as derivative of Christian art or as mere decoration, yet they are illustrative of
the manner in which Jews subversively recast various symbols from their own tradition and from Christian
culture. An understanding of medieval Jewish self-definition through the 'secret language' of their
iconography is essential for analysis of the roots of intercultural conflict and collusion in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish
Art and Literature. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Richard Ortega:

Here thing why this specific Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literature are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literature giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literature. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Dreams of Subversion in
Medieval Jewish Art and Literature in e-book can be your alternate.

William Johnson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Dreams of
Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literature suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literatureis the main
of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Valeria May:

The actual book Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and Literature will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Dreams of Subversion in Medieval Jewish Art and
Literature is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.
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