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We all have dreams—things we fantasize about doing and generally never get around to. This is the story of
Azar Nafisi’s dream and of the nightmare that made it come true.

For two years before she left Iran in 1997, Nafisi gathered seven young women at her house every Thursday
morning to read and discuss forbidden works of Western literature. They were all former students whom she
had taught at university. Some came from conservative and religious families, others were progressive and
secular; several had spent time in jail. They were shy and uncomfortable at first, unaccustomed to being
asked to speak their minds, but soon they began to open up and to speak more freely, not only about the
novels they were reading but also about themselves, their dreams and disappointments. Their stories
intertwined with those they were reading—Pride and Prejudice, Washington Square, Daisy Miller and
Lolita—their Lolita, as they imagined her in Tehran.

Nafisi’s account flashes back to the early days of the revolution, when she first started teaching at the
University of Tehran amid the swirl of protests and demonstrations. In those frenetic days, the students took
control of the university, expelled faculty members and purged the curriculum. When a radical Islamist in
Nafisi’s class questioned her decision to teach The Great Gatsby, which he saw as an immoral work that
preached falsehoods of “the Great Satan,” she decided to let him put Gatsby on trial and stood as the sole
witness for the defense.

Azar Nafisi’s luminous tale offers a fascinating portrait of the Iran-Iraq war viewed from Tehran and gives
us a rare glimpse, from the inside, of women’s lives in revolutionary Iran. It is a work of great passion and
poetic beauty, written with a startlingly original voice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

This book untitled Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Anthony Powell:

The guide with title Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books posesses a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christina Bain:

This Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Reading Lolita
in Tehran: A Memoir in Books in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Gloria Wells:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Reading Lolita in Tehran: A
Memoir in Books or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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