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Illusion, enchantment, and wonder: The world’s greatest magicians from the Middle Ages through the
1950s
 
Magic has enchanted humankind for millennia, evoking terror, laughter, shock, and amazement. Once
persecuted as heretics and sorcerers, magicians have always been conduits to a parallel universe of
limitless possibility—whether invoking spirits, reading minds, or inverting the laws of nature by sleight of
hand. Long before science fiction, virtual realities, video games and the internet, the craft of magic was the
most powerful fantasy world man had ever known. As the pioneers of special effects throughout history,
magicians have never ceased to mystify us by making the impossible possible.

This book celebrates more than 500 years of the stunning visual culture of the world’s greatest magicians.
Featuring more than 850 rarely seen vintage posters, photographs, handbills, and engravings as well as
paintings by Hieronymus Bosch and Caravaggio among others, The Big Book of Magic traces the history of
magic as a performing art from the 1400s to the 1950s. Combining sensational images with incisive text,
the book explores the evolution of the magician’s craft, from medieval street performers to the brilliant stage
magicians who gave rise to cinematic special effects; from the 19th century’s Golden Age of Magic to
groundbreaking daredevils like Houdini and the early 20th century’s vaudevillians.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

Typically the book Magic: 1400s-1950s will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to
you. The book Magic: 1400s-1950s is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Larry Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Magic: 1400s-1950s why because the amazing cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bruce Patton:

This Magic: 1400s-1950s is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately
using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Magic: 1400s-1950s in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that will?

Amanda Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Magic: 1400s-1950s.
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