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Alexis de Tocqueville may be the most influential political thinker in American history. He also led an
unusually active and ambitious career in French politics. In this magisterial book, one of America's most
important contemporary theorists draws on decades of research and thought to present the first work that
fully connects Tocqueville's political and theoretical lives. In doing so, Sheldon Wolin presents sweeping
new interpretations of Tocqueville's major works and of his place in intellectual history. As he traces the
origins and impact of Tocqueville's ideas, Wolin also offers a profound commentary on the general trajectory
of Western political life over the past two hundred years.

Wolin proceeds by examining Tocqueville's key writings in light of his experiences in the troubled world of
French politics. He portrays Democracy in America, for example, as a theory of discovery that emerged from
Tocqueville's contrasting experiences of America and of France's constitutional monarchy. He shows us how
Tocqueville used Recollections to reexamine his political commitments in light of the revolutions of 1848
and the threat of socialism. He portrays The Old Regime and the French Revolution as a work of theoretical
history designed to throw light on the Bonapartist despotism he saw around him. Throughout, Wolin
highlights the tensions between Tocqueville's ideas and his activities as a politician, arguing that--despite his
limited political success--Tocqueville was ''perhaps the last influential theorist who can be said to have truly
cared about political life.''

In the course of the book, Wolin also shows that Tocqueville struggled with many of the forces that constrain
politics today, including the relentless advance of capitalism, of science and technology, and of state
bureaucracy. He concludes that Tocqueville's insights and anxieties about the impotence of politics in a
''postaristocratic'' era speak directly to the challenges of our own ''postdemocratic'' age. A monumental new
study of Tocqueville, this is also a rich and provocative work about the past, the present, and the future of
democratic life in America and abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Johnson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Tocqueville between Two Worlds: The Making of a Political and
Theoretical Life can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Knight:

The book untitled Tocqueville between Two Worlds: The Making of a Political and Theoretical Life contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.

Tammy Schuler:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Tocqueville between Two Worlds: The Making of a Political
and Theoretical Life can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Tocqueville
between Two Worlds: The Making of a Political and Theoretical Life.

Danielle Rucks:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Tocqueville between Two Worlds: The Making of a
Political and Theoretical Life can make you really feel more interested to read.
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