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What we consume has become a central—perhaps the central—feature of modern life. Our economies live or
die by spending, we increasingly define ourselves by our possessions, and this ever-richer lifestyle has had
an extraordinary impact on our planet. How have we come to live with so much stuff, and how has this
changed the course of history?

In Empire of Things, Frank Trentmann unfolds the extraordinary story of our modern material world, from
Renaissance Italy and late Ming China to today’s global economy. While consumption is often portrayed as a
recent American export, this monumental and richly detailed account shows that it is in fact a truly
international phenomenon with a much longer and more diverse history. Trentmann traces the influence of
trade and empire on tastes, as formerly exotic goods like coffee, tobacco, Indian cotton and Chinese
porcelain conquered the world, and explores the growing demand for home furnishings, fashionable clothes
and convenience that transformed private and public life. The nineteenth and twentieth centuries brought
department stores, credit cards and advertising, but also the rise of the ethical shopper, new generational
identities and, eventually, the resurgence of the Asian consumer.

With an eye to the present and future, Frank Trentmann provides a long view on the global challenges of our
relentless pursuit of more—from waste and debt to stress and inequality. A masterpiece of research and
storytelling many years in the making, Empire of Things recounts the epic history of the goods that have
seduced, enriched and unsettled our lives over the past six hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Beard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Empire of Things: How We Became
a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First. All type of book would you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Thomas Krieg:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by reading
a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you personally
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Empire of Things: How We Became a World of
Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Virginia Kang:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Empire of Things: How We
Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Empire of Things: How
We Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First become your own
personal starter.

Amy Parr:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Empire of Things: How We Became a World of Consumers, from the Fifteenth Century to the Twenty-First
will give you new experience in examining a book.
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