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Two courageous spirits, mother and daughter, challenged by a new reality after a life-changing
accident.

The call came at 6 A.M. Karen Brennan's twenty-five-year-old daughter, Rachel, had been in a motorcycle
accident. She was in a coma. Her CAT scan, the neurosurgeon said, was very, very ugly. Instantly, Karen
Brennan's life of comfortable dailiness becomes "passionate necessary-ness." Cautioned that her daughter
will not be the "same person," Brennan waits and hopes through weeks of intensive care, months of coma,
and Rachel's determined efforts to walk again. The joy of Rachel's first words is followed by the discovery
that she has a severe short-term memory deficit. Rachel cannot remember or fashion a simple narrative. A
professor with a special interest in memory, Brennan takes up the challenge of helping Rachel rebuild
herself. Jump-starting her daughter's memory by constantly retelling Rachel's own story, Brennan also
fosters the creativity and humor that have always characterized her daughter. Their collaborative effort,
bound by love, is a dynamic memoir of recovery and reinvention. Brennan says, "Why am I writing this
story? I ask myself. I am writing to discover the situation in which my daughter and I find ourselves. I am
writing as a way of grieving, because writing is the only way I know how to work out my loss. And I think if
I can construct the story of Rachel's recovery, it might deliver me once and for all to hopefulness." "Being
with Rachel is for readers who want to be reminded of why books matter. Karen Brennan's memoir
advocates, illustrates, demonstrates the superhuman power of family, its ability to triumph in the face of
worst-case scenarios, institutional aloofness, bad luck, and the evil influence of conventional wisdom. The
family that emerges here is one built on a great deal of passionate, difficult love. This is a tough and
inspiring and heartbreaking book."—Antonya Nelson "Spare, understated, emotionally honest and yet
unsentimental, this beautifully crafted memoir succeeds on two levels: both as an extraordinarily moving
personal document and as a vital investigation into the nature of memory and narrative."—Andrea Barrett
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival. Try to
make the book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival as your buddy. It means that it
can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Linda Carroll:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival, you can tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Josette Leonard:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival giving you
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Valerie Beauchamp:

Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival but doesn't forget the main level,



giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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