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The Arabs first invaded Asia Minor during the commotions of 641. In 642 a plan of Valentine for a
combined attack on them was frustrated by his defeat; but Theodore and Procopius penetrated as far as
Batnae, and an Armenian force occupied Amida and nearly reached Edessa before they were routed. In 643,
Valentine having returned to Constantinople, the enemy again entered Asia Minor, and Arabissus capitulated
to Umair. In 644 Muawiya, amir of Syria, took and plundered Euchaita; and in 646 after besieging Caesarea
for ten days he ravaged the neighbourhood, returned, and forced it to pay tribute, afterwards vainly attacking
Amorium. On this expedition he found the Cilician fortresses deserted and left garrisons in them till his
return, but in 647 had them destroyed. In 649 Habib, and in 651 Busr, raided Isauria, and in 651 Sufyan also
invaded Roman territory from Germanicea, while in 649 Muawiya placed a fleet on the sea and plundered
Constantia in Cyprus, but retreated on the approach of a Roman fleet under Cacorizus the chamberlain.
These were only plundering expeditions: but about 647 Habib occupied Melitene, Sozopetra, and Adata; and,
as the war had gone against the Romans, Constans in 651 sent Procopius to treat for peace with Muawiya
(the Caliph Othman was ignored), and a truce was made for two years, the Emperor paying tribute and
leaving Gregory, the nephew of Heraclius, as a hostage.
The truce of 651 was hardly more than nominal; for the secession of Armenia led to the Emperor’s
expedition to that country (652) and to the outbreak of fresh hostilities there, and after the expiration of the
armistice the war was renewed on a larger scale than before. Great preparations were made by Mudawiya for
an attack by sea and land upon Constantinople. He himself, starting from Melitene, took Ancyra and
advanced to Dorylaeum (653), destroying all the fortresses on the way. Meanwhile ships were being hastily
built at Alexandria, Tripolis, and other places; and in 654 a fleet under Abul-Awar after occupying Cyprus
pillaged Cos, Crete, and Rhodes (where the famous colossus, long since fallen, was broken up and sold to a
Jew). But, while the work was going on at Tripolis, two Roman brothers, Muawiya’s slaves, liberated the
prisoners, and, with their help killed the governor and his guard, burnt the ships, and escaped by sea to
Roman territory. Muawiya, who was probably recalled by the news of this disaster, did nothing this year
beyond taking a fortress near Melitene: but the naval preparations were not given up, and in spring 655
Abul-Awar was sent to Phoenix in Lycia, a place celebrated for cypresses, to cut wood for shipbuilding,
where he was joined by the Egyptian ships under Abdallah. But the new naval policy of the Arabs had forced
the Romans also to institute a standing fleet; and the invaders were attacked by the Emperor in person, who
was accompanied by his brother, Theodosius. In the battle which followed the Arabs were victorious, the
Roman fleet being almost destroyed and Constans with difficulty escaping in disguise; but the Arabs, having
attained their object, returned. Muawiya at the same time made an expedition by land as far as Caesarea; but
in 656 the murder of Othman and the civil war which followed put an end to his schemes, and he was at last
glad to buy peace by paying tribute (659). The Emperor used the respite to reduce some Slavonic tribes,
some of which he transferred to Asia to assist in the defence against the Arabs…
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Milbourn:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-
Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important the book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The
Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Tiffany Lyons:

Here thing why that The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early
Middle Ages are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Cambridge Medieval
History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages in e-book can be your
substitute.

Janice Arias:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Agesis one of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Melissa Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was



given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages.
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