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Thousands of years ago, seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--
the first of six "signal events" that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German language.

Blending linguistic, anthropological, and historical research, Sanders presents a brilliant biography of the
language as it evolved across the millennia. She sheds light on the influence of such events as the bloody
three-day Battle of Kalkriese, which permanently halted the incursion of both the Romans and the Latin
language into northern Europe, and the publication of Martin Luther's German Bible translation, a "People's"
Bible which in effect forged from a dozen spoken dialects a single German language. The narrative ranges
through the turbulent Middle Ages, the spread of the printing press, the formation of the nineteenth-century
German Empire which united the German-speaking territories north of the Alps, and Germany's twentieth-
century military and cultural horrors. The book also covers topics such as the Gothic language (now extinct),
the vast expansion of Germanic tribes during the Roman era, the role of the Vikings in spreading the Norse
language, the branching off of Yiddish, the lasting impact of the Thirty Years War on the German psyche,
the revolution of 1848, and much more.

Ranging from prehistoric times to modern, post-war Germany, this engaging volume offers a fascinating
account of the evolution of a major European language as well as a unique look at the history of the German
people. It will appeal to everyone interested in German language, culture, or history.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this German: Biography of a Language.

Arthur Elsberry:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do in
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this German: Biography of a Language to read.

Melanie Pemberton:

Typically the book German: Biography of a Language will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study,
this book very ideal to you. The book German: Biography of a Language is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mary Lewis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this German: Biography of a Language
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still question German: Biography of a Language as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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